[bookmark: _GoBack][image: H:\INNER WEST MINIS RUGBY 2011\Inner West Minis Rugby Logo SMALL HR.JPG]
INNER WEST MINIS RUGBY 2011


March, 2011





Dear Parents, Coaches & Spectators


Welcome to the Inner West Minis Rugby Competition  (“IWMC”) for 2011.

The IWMC is a new initiative in 2011 and is based around the “inner west” rugby clubs of Balmain, Petersham, Drummoyne, Wests, Canterbury and Hunters Hill.

Initially games will all be played at St Lukes Oval, Concord, giving parents a specific ground and time for their scheduled games each week. Hopefully this will make things a little easier for parents to co-ordinate their busy Saturday morning schedules, and particularly those new to rugby in 2011.

This is indeed an exciting initiative of the Clubs concerned, who during the last few months have banded together to try and crystallize an opportunity for your children in what we trust will prove to be an exciting and fun environment, where the participants at all levels can experience the wonderful game we call Rugby.

As with all sports though, there are some rules and regulations which need to be observed in order to facilitate a safe environment tin which to enjoy such opportunities, and rugby union is no different.

It is our goal to provide the best possible circumstances for your children to play rugby in, and to this end, there are a number of matters which we would like to bring to your attention.


Competition Age Groups and Game Laws

In 2011, IWMC will be facilitating rugby for Under 6’s through to Under 9’s, and we will be following the guidelines for these age groups as set out in the ARU Pathway for U6 to U12 players. This incorporates playing games on smaller sized fields with fewer players on the field, and law applications that promote attacking play. This is designed to guarantee every player more opportunities to carry the ball, run into space, support team-mates and score tries. As a result it is hoped that players will gain improved skills, a greater sense of achievement and higher levels of enjoyment. 

A copy of the ARU’s  Player Pathway Review White Paper and Summary, Game Styles and Game Laws for 2011 can be viewed at :


http://www.rugby.com.au/community_rugby/coaching/kids_rugby_player_pathway_review,143077.html
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In summary though:

U6’s will be now part skills session and part game – this will allow the younger players in this age group to get multiple touches on the ball each week (maximizing their participation), whilst still finishing with a game environment. This program also now comes with a step by step training guide to assist the coaches.


U7’s – no change from 2010. 7 players a-side  play Walla rugby which employs a 2-handed tag approach to introduce the first steps to tackling, as well as lots of “advantage” to ensure there is plenty of ball movement


U8’s are still moving into the tackle part of the game – but it will be 7 players a side (instead of the previous 10). This will allow for more free flowing play – and again for the kids on the park to get more touches of the ball.



U9’s are starting to get a little more ”serious”, and at this age group structure starts to become a little more relevant, with 10 a side tackle, but still utilizing modified rules specific to the age group.


A summary of the National rules include:
  
	GAMES
	U6
	U7
	U8
	U9
	U10
	U11
	U12

	Game Style
	Small- 
Sided 
Games
	7-a-side 
Tag
	7-a-side 
Tackle
	10-a-side 
Tackle
	12-a-side 
Tackle
	15-a-side 
Tackle

	Skills Focus
	Evasion and Tag
Catch and Pass
Running
Scoring Tries
Enjoyment
	Tackle 
Ruck 
Maul
	Attack 
Defence
	Kick in General Play
Contested Scrum and 
Line-out
	Positional Awareness

	Playing Area
	1/4 field
	1/2 field
	Full field less 10m width
	Full field

	Playing Time
	2 x 15mins
 
(U6: 1 x 15 mins small-sided games and 1 x15 mins tag)
	2 x 15 mins
	2 x 20 mins
	2 x 20 mins
	2 x 25 mins
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A very important part of the Pathway is the development of a skills based approach to learning – and to this end the use of the word “competition” is somewhat misleading !


In the IWMC:

· There are NO winners or losers – no points are kept and no results are to be published in relation to matches played;
· The emphasis is on ensuring and encouraging ALL players to participate – not just a few “star” players;
· There are rules which players must abide by, and equally there are rules for parents, coaches and spectators – and these are covered in the ARU Expectations of Behaviour, and the NSWJRU Code of Conduct

A copy of these documents can be viewed at :   
 http://aru.rugby.com.au/community_rugby/administering_rugby/policies_and_procedures/expectations_of_behaviour_guidelines,1287.html 

and

http://www.nswjuniors.rugbynet.com.au/default.asp?type=library

however, for ease of reference, a copy of the ARU document is attached herewith.



· Abuse of players or referees will not be tolerated in any way shape or form.  

Any identified breach of this standard will be dealt with swiftly and harshly. I apologize if this seems rather draconian, however, such behavior is looked upon most severely at any other level of rugby, and it is the feeling of the IWMC Committee that minis rugby should be treated no differently;

· The people that enable the various matches to be played week in and week out are all volunteers – so if you can offer some assistance please don’t hesitate to do so !


Draw

Matches will be played at the same venue each weekend, and a draw will be dispatched to your Club’s minis coordinators in the near future, once we have finalized initial team numbers etc.

Please ensure that you check with your team coach each week to confirm playing arrangements
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Wet Weather

Whilst rugby is a winter sport, sometimes the weather will be inclement enough to force matches to be called off.

If matches are called off, they will NOT be replayed, Try and enjoy the break instead !

Please check out your club website, the Council wet weather line (9911 6375), or any other local information sources to confirm if matches are called off. Usually, the best starting point is your team manager !


Location of Grounds and Ground set out

The initial venue for matches to be played in the IWMC will be St Lukes Oval, Concord.

Parking and additional relevant details will be distributed to Minis co-ordinator’s , and will also be placed on our web site for ease of reference

In addition, a draft schematic showing the layout of the various fields will be located at the canteen at St Luke’s on Game Day, so you should have no trouble locating the specific filed you need once you get to St Luke’s.


Referees

An essential part of every match is the referee ! 

Without one, it is very difficult to have a match.  As an initiative of the IWMC, we would like to see by the mid-point of the season, to have at least one qualified referee qualified for every team participating in the IWMC.

This will be purely on a voluntary basis for this season – and will be up to you to enforce, but we strongly recommend that you take up the challenge !

The Refereeing Kids Rugby (“RKR”) course (run by NSWRU) is not an onerous one, and hopefully people may enjoy the experience enough to go on and become a qualified senior referee

At the commencement of the season, referees will be allocated for all matches ( depending upon availability) To this end, it would be very helpful if you can let us know sooner rather than later if you already have people within your ranks who are able to referee a match for us.

Those people who pass the RKR course, will receive a unique referee shirt provided by NSWRU – which will then ensure that they are indentified as a referee during the matches,  – and not just another mum or dad !

It may well be that a junior referee is appointed to your match – and we ask you to provide as match support as possible to these young referees. They are giving up their time to come and referee your children, so please ensure that you and your team’s parents & spectators observe the appropriate Code of Conduct issues pertaining to “sideline comments” !
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Set up & putting away of equipment / gear used each Saturday

It will be the responsibility of the first teams to play each weekend on each oval to ensure that it is properly set up. This will entail making sure that crowd safety ropes are put up, and that cones identifying sidelines, goal lines etc are placed around each filed. These materials will be available at the ground for you to use – so you don’t need to bring anything with you.

Likewise, it will be the responsibility of the last teams to play each weekend on each oval to ensure that any cones, ropes etc are put away, following the conclusion of the last match of the day.

Again, not an overly onerous task,  and one which you should ensure that volunteer parents assist with each week.

We will be endeavouring to rotate starting and finishing teams, so that everyone shares the load.


Canteen

The canteen will be staffed each week, however, we will require teams designated as “Home Club / Teams” to provide volunteers to assist on the BBQ each Saturday. This should only require 2 people at a time ( subject to us seeing how we go in the first couple of weeks), and should be pretty easy to manage. We ask that you ensure your volunteers turn up at their designated time slots ( to be determined by your minis coordinator).

For the first weekend, Wests have kindly offered to act as the Home Club”


Emergency Procedures / Details

A separate document has been prepared to provide all relevant information etc, should an emergency situation arise. It will be distributed by email to all Clubs prior to the first weekend, and will also be available on the website.


Website

West Harbour have very gratiously allowed us to utilize their website, to host a site dedicated to IWMC matters. It is intended that all relevant documents will be uploaded onto this site at the earliest opportunity, to enable people to obtain information in the easiest manner possible.

The website address is www.westharbourrugby.com.au – see “Community”

 
The Committee hopes that not only will your children have the opportunity of playing rugby in a safe environment, but that they might have a great deal of fun along the way !

We also hope that our parents and spectators will be able to enjoy the experience as well.

Ian Kellaway
IWMC Convenor
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